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Glossary of Fine Arts Terms

Dance

A

ABA
A movement sequence with three parts in which the second part contrasts with the first and the third part condenses, abbreviates or extends the first.

Abstract              
Movement that is removed from a particular or representative context.

Accumulation
The repetition of a sequence of movements in which a new movement is added to each repetition.

Aesthetic 
Of or relating to that which is beautiful, artistic and pleasing to the senses.

Alignment 
A dynamic posture that allows the body to move efficiently and freely. The line of gravity is pulling downward through the vertical axis and the center of gravity is over the base of support.

Art criticism 
A system for describing, analyzing, interpreting and judging works of art.

Arts advocacy 
The act or process of supporting actions to advance the arts and create opportunities for arts appreciation and participation.

Audience 
The spectators of a dance performance.

B

Ballet 
A classical Western dance form. First performed in the Renaissance courts of Europe (14th to 17th centuries), ballet steps and body positions were codified in the mid-1600s.

C

Call and response 
A dance structure in which a soloist or group performs and then a second soloist or group enters to perform a response. This  structure is typical of, although not exclusive to, African dance.

Canon 
A movement sequence in which parts are performed in overlapping succession.

Chance 
A way of choreographing in which the elements of the dance are defined but randomly structured to create the effect of free-association and spontaneous movement.

Choreographer 
A person who creates or directs the movements and details of a dance or other performance.
Choreographic principles 
Methods used to form, create, organize and define a choreographic product.

Classical dance 
Dance that was first performed in earlier times, usually within the circle of power of society, and has evolved into highly stylized structures.

Context 
The conditions of specific places and time periods (including social, economic, political, historical and cultural conditions) that influence the development of thoughts, ideas or concepts.

Contrasting complimentary shapes Shapes created by dancers and their movements to emphasize differences or similarities.

Criteria 
Characteristics that serve as the basis for judging a work.

Culture 
The ideas, beliefs and customs of a group of people.

D

Dance 
Movement in space and time which is structured and rhythmic, expressing an idea, emotion or situation.

Dance element 
A component of dance expression (such as time, space, force and body).

Dance sequence 
The order in which dance movements occur.

Dance study 
A movement exploration, either planned or improvised, that investigates an idea or concept.

Discipline 
Any subject that has an organized body of knowledge and skills such as dance, drama/theatre, music and visual art.

Dynamic 
Of or relating to physical force and intensity of energy.

E

Ensemble 
A group of dancers working together to create a dynamic and harmonious effect.

F

Folk/traditional dance 
Dance that originated with the common people of a country or region. Folk and traditional dances are usually performed today during traditional celebrations or in social settings.

Form 
The structure and organization of a dance movement such as ABA, call and response or canon.

G

Gesture 
An expressive movement of a body part or parts usually derived from everyday tasks, often with guidelines and suggesting a specific meaning.

I

Improvise 
To explore, create and perform dance movements spontaneously, without preplanning.

Inquiry 
In art, this approach to learning is distinguished by its emphasis on personal reasoning or interpretation in response to open-ended questions.

Interdisciplinary 
Instruction that connects the content of two or more disciplines or subject areas.

Internal phrasing 
A natural division of the movements within a dance, similar to a sentence of text.

J

Jazz dance 
Jazz dance is an American style of dance that stems from African-American music, such as ragtime, jazz and blues. Movements are performed with a small part of the body (such as rolling the head or rotating the pelvis) and rhythms are complex and combined in contrast.

K

Kinesthetic 
A sensory experience related to the ability to control the movement of the body's muscles, tendons and joints.

L

Laban analysis 
A way to describe, analyze and record human movement invented by Rudolf von Laban (1879-1958).

Level 
The height of a dancer in relation to the floor.

Locomotor movements 
Movements such as walking, running, hopping or leaping that move the body from one point in space to another.

M

Modern dance 
A 20th-century dance form that began as a response against the formal steps and positions of ballet. Modern dance is characterized by its experimental nature and its value on original or authentic movements.

Motif 
A repeating gesture of specific movement used to provide a theme or meaning to a dance.

Movement pattern 
A movement pattern may refer to a pattern made by repeating movement sequences or by organizing and grouping dancers in space.

Movement phrase 
A group of related movements that have a beginning, middle and end.

Movement problem 
A dance assignment or task, usually with defined characteristics, that is a starting point for exploring and composing different movements.

Movement vocabulary 
Defined personal movement preferences or choices.

Musical visualization 
A way of choreographing in which the dancer responds to the rhythms and musical elements of dance while creating and performing.

N

Nonlocomotor 
Movement in which the body is anchored and does not move from one point to another. This type of movement also is called axial movement because it is centered on the axis of the body.

Notate 
To use a system of signs or symbols to represent movements and dance steps.

P

Partnering 
Leading, following, weight sharing or lifting another dancer.

Pathway 
A line along which the body or body parts, such as arms or head, moves. This line may be straight, circular or some combination.

Post modern 
Of or relating to a reaction against the form and content of modern movements. In dance, post modern dance refers to a type of dance, introduced in the 1960s, that rejects the narrative and emotion of earlier dance forms and accepts any movement as dance and untrained performers as dancers.

R

Reflection 
The process of thinking about one's own thinking, thought processes and actions or products.

Renaissance 
The time period following the Medieval Age, beginning in 14th-century Italy and lasting until the 17th century. In dance, the Renaissance period is the first period from which notes on dance choreography survive and European dances can be reconstructed.

Reordering 
A choreographic process in which the elements of a dance are structured in a different sequence.

Retrograde 
A choreographic process in which specific movements of a dance are reordered in reverse, from last to first.

Rhythms 
The patterns in music that are produced by altering the emphasis and duration of notes.

Romantic 
A time period beginning in the 18th century marked by an artistic movement that emphasized the imagination and emotions.

S

Social dance 
Any dance done in a social setting. The term most often refers to ballroom dance, but encompasses all types of popular dance.

Style 
A distinctive or characteristic manner of moving that distinguishes different dancers, choreographers, periods or types of dance.

T

Technology 
In dance, technology may include electronic media such as videotapes, camcorders, CD and cassette players, lighting, sound, cameras and computers.

Tempo 
The speed of dance.

Theatrical dance 
Dance, such as jazz or tap, designed for performance on the stage.

Transition 
The passage from one single movement or section of a dance into the next movement, phase or sequence.

U

Universal theme 
A major idea or subject repeatedly represented over time through various art forms.

W

Warm-up activities 
Movements intended to prepare the dancer for practice or performance, by raising the body's temperature and bringing the mind into focus.

Weight sharing 
When a dancer holds another dancer's weight or gives own weight to another dancer.

Drama/Theatre

        
A

Action 
The unfolding events of a drama.

Actor 
A performer in a dramatic/theatrical work.

Art forms 
Forms (structures) germane to the fine arts—dance, drama/theatre, music and visual art.

Artistic choices 
Decisions about the situation, action, direction and design of a dramatic/theatrical work.

Audience 
Those who participate in drama as spectators.

Audition skills 
Techniques used when trying out for a part in a performance.

B

Basic acting skills 
Abilities such as changing voice, posture, movement and language, that are fundamental to creating a character in a dramatic/theatrical work.

Block 
To determine the placement and movement of actors in a dramatic/theatrical work.

Broadcast media 
Information that is made public via electronic media such as radio or television.

C

Cast 
To assign the parts or roles of a play to actors (verb); the actors in a dramatic/theatrical work (noun).

Character 
One of the people within a dramatic/theatrical work; the part or personality an actor portrays.

Characterization 
The method an author uses to create the appearance and personality of imaginary characters in a piece of fiction often developed by describing a character's physical appearance, by revealing a character's nature through the character's speech, thoughts, feelings or actions, by using the speech, thoughts, feelings or actions of other characters and by using direct comments from the narrator.

Choreographer 
One who arranges or directs the movements and details of a dance or other performance.

Collaborative discipline 
The ability to work effectively with one or more people.

Conflict 
The struggle between opposing forces that brings about the action in a dramatic/theatrical work or story; can be internal (within a character) or external (between a character and an outside force).

Context 
The conditions of specific places and time periods (including social, economic, political, historical and cultural conditions) that influence  ideas or concepts in drama/theatre.

Costume design 
A fashion and look of the clothing actors wear in portraying characters on stage.

Costume designer 
A person who designs costumes.

Criteria 
Characteristics that serve as the basis for judging a work.

Critique 
To evaluate a work (verb); an evaluation of a work (noun).

Culture 
The ideas, beliefs and customs of a group of people.

D

Design components 
Components such as clothing, props, sound or lighting that create the environment for a dramatic/theatrical work.

Dialogue 
A conversation between two or more characters in a work that is used by writers to give insight into the characters themselves.

Direct 
To lead by directions the performance of actors in a play.

Director 
The person responsible for making decisions about the artistic interpretation and presentation of a dramatic/theatrical work.

Discipline 
Any subject that has an organized body of knowledge and skills such as dance, drama/theatre, music and visual art.

Drama/theatre 
A formal or informal process where the drama/theatre experience (process) is tantamount to the performance (product); drama:plays, dramatic literature and the works of authors providing a literal dramatization of life; theatre: production activities—acting, directing, designing, scene construction, operating and managing—in synthesis for performance.

Drama/theatre heritage 
The continuity of dramatic/theatrical knowledge, structures and style that results when historical traditions and culture are passed down from one generation to another.

Drama/theatre philosophy A person's beliefs and attitudes about drama/theatre.

Dramatic play 
When children engage independently in pretending or imitating events or actions.

Dramatic/theatrical processes The acts and strategies of imagination, creation, interpretation and collaboration to reach consensus of an approach to and expression of a dramatic text.

Dramatic/theatrical work 
A piece written to be performed on stage; a play's script.

Dramatization 
Events or actions presented in a dramatic manner or for theatrical presentation.

E

Elements of theatre 
The ingredients of dramatic/theatrical activity including space, time, imitation, action, language and energy.

Emotional recall 
The emotional connection that an actor tries to make with a character's situation, so that the emotions on stage seem realistic.

Exposition 
The information given to the audience about the characters and setting of a play.

F

Form 
The type of theatrical presentation such as a musical comedy, melodrama or tragedy.

I

Improvisation 
The spontaneous, unscripted use of words and actions to create a character or represent an object.

Interdisciplinary 
Instruction that connects the content of two or more disciplines or subject areas.

L

Lighting designer 
A person who plans the lighting.
M

Makeup designer 
A person who designs an actor's makeup.

Monologue 
A scene written for one actor in which the actor speaks aloud to him/herself, to another character or to the audience.

Mood 
The feeling or atmosphere that a writer creates for a reader; a reflection of an author's attitude toward a subject or theme; the feeling or atmosphere created by a dramatic/theatrical work.

Mount 
To prepare, organize and implement materials needed for a performance.

P

Pacing 
The rate at which something moves; the rate at which a writer or actor moves the action or information; the rate in delivery of speech a speaker uses.

Pantomime 
Acting without speaking.

Playwright 
A person who writes plays.

Plot 
The sequence of events in a dramatic/theatrical work.

Plot pyramid 
A sequence of events that includes rising action, climax, falling action and resolution.

Plot sequence 
The careful sequencing of events generally built around a conflict. Stages of plot include exposition (background), rising action, climax, falling action and denouement (resolution).

Portfolio 
A collection of samples of one's completed work or work-in-progress including a resume (e.g., photographs, sketches, renderings, light plots, change plots, student created prompt books, individual events adjudication comments, video and CDs, playbills).

Preblock 
To plan the movement and grouping of actors on the stage.

Presentational theatre 
Works of drama in which the audience is recognized, perhaps by actors speaking directly to the audience.

Principles of drama 
The components of a drama including plot development, theme and elements such as language or character motivation.

Production design 
The look of a dramatic/theatrical work.

Production form 
The manner in which a dramatic/theatrical work is presented such as by live theatre, film, television or radio.
Production staff 
Persons responsible for the design and production of a dramatic/theatrical work.

Production styles 
The manner in which a work is presented on stage or screen; the type of theatrical presentation such as a musical comedy, melodrama or tragedy.

Prompt 
A cue or suggestion for action.

Properties master/mistress A person who selects props.

Props 
From the word properties. The objects used on stage to enhance the believability of characters and action.

R

Reflection 
The process of thinking about one's own thinking, thought processes and actions or products.

Representational theatre 
Works of drama in which the audience is not recognized and watches the action as an outside observer.

Resolution 
The point in a dramatic/theatrical work when the main conflict is resolved.

S

Scenic designer 
A person who designs the setting.

Script 
Written dialogue and directions for a dramatic work.

Script development 
The process of creating written dialogue and directions for a dramatic/theatrical work.

Scripted screen work 
A written set of dialogue, description and directions for a work intended to be performed and recorded on film to be shown on screen.

Sensory details 
Details perceived by sight, hearing, smell or any mode by which one perceives stimuli outside or within the body.

Sensory recall 
An actor's use of his/her memory of sensations (sight, hearing, smell, taste, touch) to make a connection with a character that will make the portrayal more realistic.

Setting 
Time and place of the action of a dramatic/theatrical work; the scenery used to represent a time and place.

Sound designer 
A person who plans sound effects.

Stage directions 
Directions in a script written to tell how to perform the action on stage.

Stage environment 
The physical surroundings that set the place, time and mood of a dramatic/theatrical work. The environment also may be designed as a reflection of the characters' emotions and thoughts.

Stage manager 
A person responsible for maintaining the stage.

Style 
Particular technique and movements that distinguish different actors, playwrights, periods or types of dramatic/theatrical works.

T

Tableau 
A scene or picture depicted by silent and motionless actors.

Technical crew 
A group of people responsible for technical aspects of production such as sound and lighting.

Technical elements 
Components, such as scenery, sound, lighting, costume design, props and makeup, which are used to develop setting, action and characters in dramatic/theatrical works.

Theatrical personnel 
Persons responsible for the planning, design, production and promotion of a dramatic/theatrical work.

Theme 
Meaning or message of a literary or dramatic work.

Time period 
A time period recognized for its distinct characteristics. In drama, recognized historical time periods include Origin, Greek/Roman, Medieval, Renaissance, Restoration, 17th Century, 18th Century, 19th Century, 20th Century and Contemporary.

Music


[image: image1]
A

AB form 
A music form with two parts in which the first idea is stated twice and then a contrasting idea is stated twice [AB].

Accompaniment 
The voices or instruments that accompany a melody.

Aesthetic quality 
The qualities of a music work that make it beautiful or artistic and that engender a human response.

Aesthetic reflection 
The study of that which is beautiful and artistic; an examination of the human responses to arts and beauty.

American music theatre 
A 20th-century music form in which music and drama are combined into a form distinct from operatic dramas. Emphasis is placed on spoken dialogue supported by related songs and/or instrumental pieces.

Analyze 
The process of identifying the aspects of a music work and examining how they function independently and together.

Articulation 
In a musical performance, the clarity and distinct rendition of music tones.

Arts advocacy 
The act or process of supporting steps to advance the arts and create opportunities for arts appreciation and participation.

Arts disciplines 
An organized body of knowledge or learning such as dance, drama/theatre, music, visual art.

Audience etiquette 
The rules for good conduct as a member of an audience.

Authentic performance practice A performance that is marked by its attention to historical music details (e.g., performing on period 

                                                 instruments; playing music the way it was performed when created).

B
Basic principles of music 
The components of music activity including pitch, rhythm, melody, harmony, dynamics, timbre, texture and form. Sometimes referred to as elements of music.

Breath control 
The regulation of one's breathing for better vocal or instrumental (wind) performance.
C

Call and response 
A music form that follows a question-and-answer pattern in which a soloist or group performs and then a second soloist or group responds.

Canon 
A music form in which the same melody is started at different times and performed together in overlapping succession. Sometimes referred to as round.

Chord progression 
The progression of chords (simultaneous combinations of three different pitches) in a piece of music.

Chromatic 
Incorporating notes that lie outside the regular diatonic scale.

Classroom instrument
 Instruments that are typically used within the classroom. These may include recorders, autoharps, mallet instruments, simple percussion instruments, fretted instruments, keyboards and electronic instruments.

Clef 
A symbol at the beginning of a staff that indicates the location of pitch on its lines and spaces (e.g., treble, bass).

Compose 
To create a music work from original thought.

Composer 
A person who creates music from original thought.

Concept
Idea or thought.

Concert pitch 
A specific frequency of sound recognized as the standard pitch. In an ensemble of mixed instruments (e.g., band), playing a Concert B♭ major scale indicates that non-transposing instruments (e.g., flute) play a B♭ major scale. Transposing instruments, in order to play a Concert B♭ major scale, would need to play the scale, that when performed, sound the B♭ concert pitch as the starting note [e.g., B♭Trumpet would play a C to sound B♭ (concert pitch); E♭ Alto Saxophone would play a G to sound B�ó (concert pitch); French Horn in F would play F to sound B♭ (concert pitch)].

Conducting gesture 
The expressive movements of the head, arms and hands that conductors make to direct a performing group.

Context 
The conditions of specific places and time periods, including social, economic, political, historical and cultural conditions, that influence thoughts, ideas or concepts in music.

Criteria 
Characteristics that serve as the basis for judging a work.

Critique 
To evaluate a work (verb); an evaluation of a work (noun).
Cues 
Signals, usually nonverbal, given by a conductor or section leader during rehearsal and performance.

Culture 
The ideas, beliefs and customs of a group of people.

D

Diatonic 
The notes of a major or minor scale.

Discipline 
Any subject that has an organized body of knowledge and skills such as dance, drama/theatre, music and visual art.

Duple meter 
A measurement of music's time; duple meter is beats grouped two beats (strong weak) per measure.

Dynamic markings 
Signs that indicate the volume (loudness or softness) of a note passage.

Dynamics 
The volume (loudness or softness) of sound in music.

E

Elements of music 
The components of music activity including pitch, rhythm, melody, harmony, dynamics, timbre, texture and form. Sometimes referred to as basic principles of music.

Embouchure 
The position of the face, lips, tongue, teeth and jaws when playing wind instruments.

Ensemble 
A group of musicians performing together to create a dynamic and harmonious effect.

Evaluate 
To determine the value, importance or condition of a music selection.

Expressive qualities 
The characteristics of a musical performance that convey meaning or feeling.

F

Folk music 
A simple style of music that speaks directly of everyday matters and typically performed by nonprofessionals.

Found sounds 
Sounds that are present in everyday life (e.g., car horn, train whistle, jackhammer stutter).

G

Genre 
A style or category of music work such as sonata, opera, gospel, jazz, madrigal, march, mariachi or lullaby.

H

Half step 
Also called semitone. The smallest interval or closest pitch above or below a given pitch on the keyboard, such as C to C♯ or E to F.

Harmony 
Two or more different tones sounded at the same time.

Head voice 
The higher register of the voice; the chest voice produces the lower register.

Historical periods 
A time period recognized for its distinct characteristics. In music, recognized historical time periods may include the Middle Ages, Renaissance, Baroque, Classical, Romantic and 20th Century.

Homophonic 
Music in which the melody is concentrated in one voice or part.

I

Icons 
Objects or symbols used to represent something else.

Idea 
The central meaning of a music work.

Improvise 
To create music spontaneously, by chance rather than plan.

Interdisciplinary 
Instruction that connects the content of two or more disciplines or subject areas.

Interpret 
To bring a unique manner or feeling to a performance or direction of a music work.

J

Justify 
To show evidence that one is right or reasonable.

K

Key signature 
The sharps or flats at the beginning of a written piece of music that indicate its basic scale and tonality.

L

Lali 
A warrior dance common to African, South Seas and Pacific Island cultures. A hollow, hardwood gong beaten with two short sticks that regulate the beat.

M

Madrigal 
Secular choral music of the Renaissance in two or more parts; usually lyrics are pastoral or romantic (amorous or unrequited love) in content.

Major key 
A key based on a major scale that contains the following step pattern: whole, whole, half, whole, whole, whole, half or uses the sol-fa tones of do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti.

Mass 
The principal service of the Roman Catholic rite. Traditionally, music settings of the Mass include: Kyrie, Gloria, Credo, Sanctus/Benedictus and Agnus Dei.

Melody 
A logical, organized sequence of music notes.

Meter signature 
An indication of a music work's meter or its rhythmic measure of beats. The meter signature is typically shown similar to a fraction in mathematics with the denominator indicating the unit of measurement and the numerator indicating the number of units that make a measure.

Minor key 
A key based on a minor scale that contains the following step pattern: whole, half, whole, whole, half, whole, whole or uses the sol-fa tones of la, ti, do, re, mi, fa, sol.

Mixed meter 
A mixture of duple and triple meters.

Modal
 Music that is characterized by the use of a mode, especially the church modes of the Middle Ages and Renaissance.

Mood 
The feeling or atmosphere created by a music work.

Motif 
A short, distinctive rhythmic or melodic idea.

Music 
Organization of sound within time demonstrating structure, discipline and refinement.

Music form 
The structure and organization of a music composition (such as AB, ABA, call and response, rondo or theme).

Music heritage 
The continuity of music knowledge and style that results when historical traditions and culture are passed down from one generation to another.

Musician 
A person who makes music.

Music setting 
The time, place and situation in which music is performed.

Music style 
The particular technique and manner in which the elements of music are treated that distinguish different composers, performers, directors, periods or genre.

Music vocabulary 
The words and terms specific to the field of music study and performance.

O

Opera 
A drama set to music primarily for voices with orchestra and performed with dramatic costumes and sets.  

Ostinato 
A brief music pattern repeated continually in a composition or throughout a performance.

P

Partner songs 
Songs written with different parts (different words and melodies) but are to be sung at the same time.

Peking opera 
A Chinese music form characterized by its combination of instruments, speaking, singing, acrobatics, martial arts and pantomime.

Pentatonic 
A scale made up of five tones to the octave: do, re, mi, sol, la.

Personal philosophy 
A person's beliefs and attitudes about music.

Phrase 
A series of connected pitches with a sense of completion; a musical thought.

Pitch 
The highness or lowness of sound.

Polyphonic 
Music in which the melody is distributed among all voices or parts of the music.

Portfolio 
A collection of samples of one's completed work or work-in-progress (e.g., video/audio recordings, adjudication comments, compositions, critiques).

Posture 
The position or bearing of the body that is assumed for singing or playing an instrument.

R

Range 
The distance between the highest and lowest pitches in a melody.

Reflection 
The process of thinking about one's own thinking, thought processes and actions or products.

Renaissance period 
The historical period from about 1430 to 1600. This period is marked by the emergence of a music language that spread through Western Europe and characterized by genres such as Mass and madrigal.
Repertoire 
A set of compositions mastered and performed by a musician.

Rhythm 
Patterns in music that are produced by altering the emphasis and duration of notes; the way music moves through time.

Rondo form 
A music form in which a repeating theme alternates with contrasting sections [ABACAD].

Round 
A music form in which the same melody is started at different times and performed together in overlapping succession. Sometimes referred to as canon.

S

Sight-reading 
The ability to perform music upon first reading (attempt).

Solfege 
A method of reading music by sight, using the syllables do, re, mi, fa, sol, la, ti.

Sound 
The sensation that is perceived by one's sense of hearing.

Staff 
A set of five horizontal lines with equal distance between them on which notes are written to indicate pitch; the lines on which music is written.

Steady beat 
The regular pulse or unit of time in music.

Studio musician 
A person who performs music when audio recordings are made, usually in a recording studio setting.

Stylistic qualities 
The artistic characteristics of a music composition.

Syncopation 
A temporary contradiction of the regular beat of music.

System 
A method for teaching music reading (e.g., solfege, numbers, letters); two or more staves that are connected by bar lines for the purpose of notating music that is not readily accommodated on a single staff.

T

Technology 
Electronic media including CD and cassette players, computer, synthesizer, video, MIDI and music software used as tools to create, learn, explain, document, analyze or present music.

Tempo 
The pace, or speed, of music.

Texture 
The pattern and quality of sound created by the elements in a music work, including the number of instruments, voices or chordal tones in a specific section.
Theme and variation 
A music form in which a theme is sounded and then varied.

Tone production 
The ability to produce a specific pitch.

Tone quality 
The quality of music as sound.

Triple meter 
A measurement of music's time; triple meter is beats (strong-weak-weak) grouped into a set of three.

Tritonic 
A tone set of three pitches such as la-sol-mi.

V

Verse/refrain form 
A music form in which a chorus is repeated at intervals, usually following each verse or stanza.

Vocal placement 
The concept of directing a singer's mental focus to places within the facial masque that affects tone quality when singing.

W

Western music literature 
Music compositions from Western Europe and the United States.

Whole step 
The distance of two half steps in the same direction such as the distance between C and D or E and F sharp.

World music
 Ethnic music with a style not identified with Western music.

Visual Art

A

Aesthetics 
An area of philosophy that studies the beautiful and artistic and examines related human responses to art through inquiry processes.

Analyze 
The process of identifying the aspects of a work of art and examining how they function independently and together.

Art critic 
A person who evaluates a work of art.

Art criticism 
The process of describing, interpreting and judging the aesthetic value and meaning of a work of art.

Art forms 
The categories used to classify various types of visual artwork. These include painting, drawing, sculpture and ceramics.

Art history 
The field of study that examines the origins and developments of visual art over time and in different cultures. Those who study art history examine various factors that influence art including society, religion, culture, philosophy, aesthetics and technology.

Assess 
To use subject-appropriate standards, evaluation methods and criteria to make judgments about student achievement or program quality.

C

Composition 
The arrangement of an artwork's formal elements including, but not limited to, line, shape and color.

Contemporary 
Art made after 1970 or works of art made by living artists. Contemporary art is not defined by a succession of periods, schools or styles.

Content 
The subject matter, concepts or ideas associated with a work of art. A work's content is shaped by the artist's intent, the context and by the experiences, thoughts and reactions of the viewer.
Context 
The conditions of specific places and time periods (including social, economic, political, historical and cultural conditions) that influence the development of thoughts, ideas or concepts in the visual arts.

Create 
To make works of visual art using materials, techniques, processes and reflection.

Criteria 
Characteristics that serve as the basis for judging a work.

Critique 
To evaluate a work of art (verb); an evaluation of a work of art (noun).

Cultural heritage 
The cultural continuity that is created when traditions, attitudes and beliefs are passed down from one generation to another.

Culture 
The ideas, beliefs and customs of a group of people.

Cultural values 
The beliefs and attitudes shared by a group of people.

D

Discipline 
A branch of knowledge or learning such as dance, drama/theatre, music, visual art or other subject areas.

E

Elements of art 
The components of visual arts expression (such as line, shape, color, form, value and space).

Expression 
The use of visual art to convey beliefs, feelings and meanings through selective use of art media.

F

Form 
The shape and structure of a work of art. Many artists strive for a relationship between form and content, so that the way something is made fits with what the artist intends the work to be about or how it will be viewed.

Function 
The purpose and use of an artwork.

I

Icon 
An object or symbol that represents something culturally significant.

Interdisciplinary 
Instruction that connects the content of two or more disciplines or subject areas.

M

Materials 
The substances used to create visual art, such as canvas, clay, fabric, fibers, paint, paper or wood.
Media 
The materials (such as acrylics, oils, pastels, pen and ink, watercolors and electronic forms of communication) used to produce visual art works. Works are often categorized by their media.

O

Observational skill 
The ability to observe firsthand the details of objects, figures or places.

P

Perceptual skill 
The ability to observe the details of objects, figures or places and represent these observations accurately.

Perspective 
A system for representing three-dimensional objects viewed as receding on a two-dimensional surface.

Portfolio 
A collection of samples of one's completed artwork and works-in-progress.

Principles 
The organization of design elements including balance, contrast, dominance, emphasis, movement, repetition, rhythm, subordination, variation and unity.

Process 
A complex operation that involves a number of methods and techniques to create a work of art.

R

Reflection 
A structure through which students can consider their own thinking about an aesthetic experience, an artwork or the creative process.

S

Self-assessment 
The process of engaging students in thinking about their own abilities and performance. Performance is usually related to students' understanding of specific knowledge and skills, performance standards and criteria, and personal goals. The intent is to teach students to monitor their progress and learning.

Style 
The particular technique and characteristics that distinguish the art of different cultures or artists and periods or schools of art.

Subject matter 
The content of a work of visual art including portraits, human figures, cityscapes, landscapes, seascapes, animals, nonobjective or abstract forms.

T

Techniques 
The processes by which materials are used to create visual art including carving, drawing, painting, printing, rendering, sketching or stippling.
Technology 
Electronic media, including computers, cameras and video equipment and visual art software, used to learn about, create and document visual artwork.

Three-dimensional 
Showing three dimensions, thereby giving the illusion of depth and appearing lifelike.

Tools 
The instruments (including brushes, scissors, brayers, easels, knives, kilns and cameras) that are used to create works of visual art.

Two-dimensional 
Showing two dimensions, thereby lacking depth and appearing flat.

U

Universal theme 
A major idea or subject repeatedly represented over time through various art forms.

V

Visual art 
Forms or categories of creative and expressive production including the following: drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, graphics, photography, architecture, folk art, ceramics, fiber arts, jewelry and others.

Visual art problem 
A visual art assignment or task, usually with defined characteristics, that is a starting point for thinking about and using visual arts components.

Visual culture 
The elements in society that shape and reflect our ideas about and tastes in visual design. In modern American society these include elements such as television, museums, movies, the Internet and shopping malls.
dance \'dan(t)s\ n : movement in space and time that is structured and rhythmic, expressing an idea, emotion or situation





dra-ma \'dräm-.\ the-ater \'the-.t-.r\ n : a formal or informal process where the drama/theatre experience            (process) is tantamount to the performance (product); drama: plays, dramatic literature and the works of authors providing literal dramatization of life; theatre: production activities—acting, directing, designing, scene construction, operating and managing—in synthesis for performance.





mu-sic \'myü-zik\ n : organization of sound within time demonstrating structure, discipline and refinement           





   vi-su-al art \vizh-(.-)-w.l 'ärt\ n : forms or categories of creative and expressive production including the following: drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture, graphics, photography, architecture, folk art, ceramics, fiber arts, jewelry and others.
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