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OHIO’S K - 12 FINE ARTS STANDARDS

The fine arts academic content standards include the disciplines of dance, drama/theatre, music and visual art and have these five overarching content standards:
Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts

Students understand and appreciate the historical, social, political and cultural contexts of the arts in societies past and present.  They understand visual and performing works of art in a framework of time and culture to develop a world view of the historical development of the arts.
Creative Expression and Communication

Students engage in the processes of creating and performing works of art.  They use the symbolic languages, structures and techniques of each arts discipline to express and communicate ideas.
Analyzing and Responding

Students identify and discriminate among the formal, technical and expressive aspects in visual and performing works of art.  They understand and use the vocabulary of art criticism to describe, analyze, interpret and evaluate visual and performing artworks.
Valuing the Arts/Aesthetic Reflection

Students understand why people create and value the arts and consider differences in personal and community perspectives regarding the arts.  They inquire about the nature and experience of the visual and performing arts in their lives.  They present their points of view about visual and performing works of art and respond thoughtfully to others’ points of view.
Connections, Relationships and Applications

Students connect and apply learning in each arts discipline to other academic disciplines and to relevant careers.  They recognize the importance of lifelong learning and experiences in the arts.
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READING THE STANDARDS
The following terms and definitions are used in this document:
Standard: 
An overarching goal or theme. A standard statement describes, in broad terms, what students should know and be able to do as a result of a comprehensive program of study.
Benchmark: 
A clear statement of what students should know and be able to do at a specific time in their schooling. Benchmarks measure students' progress toward meeting the standard. In the arts, benchmarks occur at the end of grades four, eight and 12.
Grade-Level Indicator: 
A specific statement of the knowledge and/or skills that students are expected to demonstrate at each grade. These indicators serve as checkpoints that monitor progress toward the benchmarks.
Note that the five fine arts standards are common to all four arts disciplines: dance, drama/theatre, music and visual art. The description of each standard relates to the specific characteristics of each arts discipline.
This book provides three formats for viewing the standards: Alignment by Standard, Benchmarks by Standard and Grade Cluster and the Fine Arts Standards Table.
Alignment by Standard presents the five standards by grade cluster: K-4, 5-8 and 9-12. Each of the five standards is followed by benchmarks with grade-level indicators. This allows one to focus on each benchmark for a particular standard and see the grade-level indicators that build to that benchmark.
Benchmarks by Standard and Grade Cluster includes all of the benchmarks for each standard by grade cluster:  K-4, 5-8 and 9-12. This allows one to focus specifically on all of the benchmarks in each standard for a grade cluster.
Fine Arts Standards Table organizes, in a horizontal or landscape orientation, the standards, benchmarks and grade-level indicators by grade cluster: K-4, 5-8 and 9-12. This enables one to see an overview of a particular standard, all of its benchmarks and grade-level indicators, and to examine the sequential development of the indicators within and across grades in the cluster.
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Adapted from the ODE Fine Arts Academic Content Standards
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