Summit County ESC Standards-Based Fine Arts Course of Study 2005
PHILOSOPHY and GUIDING ASSUMPTIONS of FINE ARTS INSTRUCTION

Ohio’s fine arts academic content standards serve as a basis for what all students should know and be able to do in the arts.  These standards, benchmarks and grade-level indicators are intended to provide Ohio’s educators with a set of common expectations on which to base arts education curricula and instructional programs.
Philosophy of Ohio’s Fine Arts Academic Content Standards

The fine arts, dance, drama/theatre, music and visual art, are essential to the basic education of all students.  
The arts:
· Represent the most telling imprint of any civilization and serve as records of history, expressions and beliefs;

· Are basic symbol systems which people use to create, communicate, express and acquire understanding;
· Represent forms of thinking and ways of knowing by participation in the world through cognitive and sensory experiences;

· Embody the deepest expression of humanity;

· Permeate all facets of daily life, education, community and work.
Therefore, a comprehensive and sequential arts education means that students will:

· Understand the role of the arts in people’s lives and appreciate the artistic achievements of various cultures and societies, past and 
    present;

· Communicate through the arts and develop capacity to perceive, think creatively and critically, and problem solve;

· Respond to the aesthetic, expressive and emotional qualities of the arts;

· Understand why people value the arts and formulate their arts philosophy;

· Understand the connections among the arts, other academic disciplines and life experiences.
Summit County ESC Standards-Based Fine Arts Course of Study 2005
PHILOSOPHY and GUIDING ASSUMPTIONS of FINE ARTS INSTRUCTION (continued)
Assumptions for the Fine Arts Academic Content Standards
Ohio’s fine arts academic content standards:
· Set high expectations and provide strong support for achievement in the arts by all students;
· Represent strands of knowledge and skills, unique to the arts, that enable students to make successful transitions to post-secondary education, the work place and everyday life;
· Reflect the sound application of research in arts education;
· Reflect national arts standards documents;
· Balance knowledge, creative thinking, conceptual understanding and skill development;
· Focus on important arts education goals, themes and topics that are clearly articulated through benchmarks and grade-level 
    indicators;
· Represent the rigorous progression of learning across grades and in-depth study in each grade;
· Incorporate the use of technology in artistic study and production;
· Serve as a basis for classroom and district-wide assessments;
· Guide the development of local arts education curricula and instructional programs.
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Adapted from the ODE Fine Arts Academic Content Standards
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