Summit County ESC Standards-Based Fine Arts Course of Study 2005
K-12 Fine Arts
Ohio's fine arts academic content standards provide clear, rigorous expectations for all students in kindergarten through 12th grade. The study of fine arts is important to the basic education of all students. The intent of the fine arts standards is to ensure that students experience, understand and value the arts in their everyday lives as contributing citizens of a diverse society. The

fine arts standards encourage meaningful connections to concepts and topics studied in other content areas without compromising the integrity of each arts discipline.
The fine arts standards include the disciplines of dance, drama/theatre, music and visual art. The four arts disciplines share five overarching content standards which represent what all students should know and be able to do as they progress through a comprehensive, sequential arts education program.  Although the standards were developed specifically for Ohio, arts educators

will see a relationship to the National Standards for Arts Education (1994). The overarching standards for the fine arts are:
Content Standards: 
Historical, Cultural and Social Contexts
Creative Expression and Communication
Analyzing and Responding
Valuing the Arts/Aesthetic Reflection
Connections, Relationships and Applications
The five standards are interrelated and should be viewed holistically—each standard contributing to a comprehensive arts education.

The standards address the essential knowledge and skills in the arts that students can use to express themselves and communicate with others.  Learning in the arts encourages the development of cognitive and creative abilities that help students achieve academically and contribute to their communities. Also, learning in the arts forges connections between and among core themes and topics common to all disciplines.
Success in meeting the expectations of the fine arts standards depends on students' opportunities to receive instruction on a regular basis and to engage actively in the artistic processes—responding to, creating and performing works of art. They should be able to produce and practice an arts discipline in a supportive environment that is conducive to providing individual and group experiences.
By the end of 12th grade, all students should experience the fine arts: dance, drama/theatre, music and visual art; study at least one art form in depth; understand the arts as a means of expression; and be prepared to use their arts knowledge and skills throughout their lives.
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