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advance organizer
A prompt which helps students organize their thoughts and ideas on a particular topic or content as preparation for learning or studying something new related to that topic or content.  Examples of advance organizers include a discussion that takes place before students listen to a lecture and is intended to help them follow the lecture more easily or a preview of the main ideas covered in a reading passage before reading it.

alliteration
The repetition of an initial sound, usually a consonant, in two or more words that occur close together.  For example, Down the drive dashed dashing Dan.

authentic (materials
The degree to which language teaching materials have the qualities of natural speech or writing.  Texts which are taken from 

sources,
newspapers, magazines, etc, and tapes of natural speech taken from ordinary radio or television programs, etc., are called 

assessments, texts)
authentic materials.  Authentic assessments ask students to complete tasks that they might naturally encounter in a target language setting. 

borrowed words/
A word or phrase which has been taken from one language and used in another language.  For example, English has taken 

expressions
coup d’etat (the sudden seizure of government power) from French, al fresco (in the open air) from Italian, and moccasin (a type of shoe) from an American Indian language.  Sometimes, speakers try to pronounce borrowings as they are pronounced in the original language.  However, if a borrowed word or phrase is widely used, most speakers will pronounce it according to the sound system of their own language.
brain plasticity
Plasticity refers to how circuits in the brain change – organize and reorganize – in response to experience or sensory stimulation.  It was once believed that, as humans aged, the brain’s networks became fixed.  In the past two decades, however, an enormous amount of research has revealed that the brain never stops changing and adjusting. 
brainstorming
A group activity in which learners have a free and relatively unstructured discussion on an assigned topic as a way of generating ideas.  Brainstorming often serves as preparation for another activity.  Activities sometimes included under brainstorming are clustering, where students write a topic or concept in the middle of a page and gather ideas into clusters around the topic; word banks, where students list words that come to mind about a topic and then arrange them into categories; and mapping, where students prepare a graphic representation of key words to be used in a composition.
circumlocution
Use of alternate or roundabout words and phrases to convey meaning or express an idea that is beyond a student’s current ability.  For example, “The thing that stops a car” for “brakes.”
cognate
A word in one language which is similar in form and meaning to a word in another language because both languages are related.  For example, English brother and German Bruder.  Sometimes words in two languages are similar in form and meaning but are borrowed words and not cognate forms.  For example, kampuni in the African language Swahili, is a borrowing from English company.
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communicative
The ability not only to apply the grammatical rules of a language in order to form grammatically correct sentences, but also to 

competence

know when and where to use these sentences and to whom.  Communicative competence includes: a) knowledge of the




grammar and vocabulary of the language; b)knowledge of rules of speaking (such as, knowing how to begin and end 

conversations, knowing what topics may be talked about in different types of speech events, knowing which topics may be talked about in different types of speech events, knowing which address forms should be used with different persons one speaks to and in different situations; c)knowing how to use and respond to different types of speech acts, such as requests, apologies, thanks and invitations; d)knowing how to use language appropriately.  When students wish to communicate with others, they must recognize the social setting, their relationship to the other person(s) and the types of language that can be used for a particular occasion.  They also must be able to interpret written or spoken sentences within the total context in which they are used.  For example, the English statement It’s rather cold in here could be a request to close a window or door or to turn on the heating.
compounds

A combination of two or more words which functions as a single word.  For example, self-made (a compound adjective) as in 




He was a self-made man and flower shop (a compound noun) as in They went to the flower shop.  Compound words are




written either as a single word (e.g., headache), as hyphenated words (e.g., self-government) or as two words (e.g., police




station).

comprehensible
Language that can be understood by listeners or readers even though some structures and vocabulary are just above their
input


current level of competence.  According to many theories of  language acquisition, comprehensible input is a necessary 




condition for second language acquisition.

comprehensibility
The ability to produce written, signed or spoken communication in a manner that is identifiable to the recipient(s).

comprehension
The ability to identify the intended meaning of written, signed or spoken communication.
concrete operations
A stage of cognitive development as described by Piaget at which children are able to understand concrete problems and




take multiple perspectives into account.

conducive affective
A physical and emotional environment that provides good conditions for student learning.  Much research states that learning

environment

can only happen if certain affective conditions (e.g., positive attitudes, self-confidence, low anxiety) exist and that, when




these conditions are present, input can pass through the “affective filter” and be used by the learner.

conventions

The accepted rules of spoken and written language.
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cultural competence
Cultural competence is the ability to understand behavior from the standpoint of the members of a culture and to behave in a 




way that would be understood in the intended way by the members of the culture. Cultural competence, therefore, involves




understanding all aspects of a culture, but particularly the social structure, the values and beliefs of the people, and the ways




things are assumed to be done.  It is impossible, for example, to speak Korean or Japanese correctly without understanding




the social structure of the respective societies because that structure is reflected in the endings of words and the terms of



address and reference that must be used when speaking to or about other people.

cultural elements
Individual parts that make up the concept of culture.  For example, social structure is one component that makes up the 




culture of a particular group.

culture

The total set of beliefs, attitudes, customs, behaviors, social habits, etc. of the members of a particular society, as expressed




through their products and practices.
declensions

A list of the case forms of a noun phrase in a particular language.  The form of the noun or noun phrase changes to show the




different functions or cases.  For example, in German:




Nominative case der Mann “the man”




Accusative case den Mann “the man”



Dative case dem Mann “to the man”




Genitive case des Mannes “of the man”

decoding skills
The process of trying to understand the meaning of a word, phrase or sentence.  When decoding a speech utterance, the




listener must: a) hold the utterance in short-term memory; b) analyze the utterance into segments and identify clauses,




phrases and other linguistic units: c) identify the underlying propositions and illocutionary meaning.
derivative

A word formed by adding affixes (prefixes, infixes or suffixes) to other words or morphemes.  For example, the noun insanity 




is derived from the adjective sane with the addition of the negative prefix in- and the noun-forming suffix –ity.

diacritical marks
A mark placed over, under or through a letter to show that it has a sound value different from that of the same letter without




the mark.  For example, in Spanish the sign ~ over the letter “n” as in mañana “tomorrow” shows that the first “n” represents




[nj] whereas the second “n” represents [n].

diorama

A three-dimensional miniature or life-sized scene in which figures, wildlife or other objects are arranged in a naturalistic




setting against a painted background.
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egocentricity

A style of thinking in younger learners where information is perceived from one’s own point of view and experience.

employability skills
Skills that are deemed important for success in the world of work.

e-pals


Similar to a pen pal except that communication takes place using electronic media (e-mail, instant messaging, 




videoconferencing).

etiquette

The practices and forms prescribed by social convention or by authority.

etymological

Related to the study of the origin of words and of their history and changes to their meaning.  For example, the etymology of




the modern English noun fish can be traced back to the Old English fisc.  In some cases, there is a change in meaning. For




example, the word meat, which now normally means animal flesh used as food, is from the Old English word mete which




meant food in general.
expressive

Formal representations of a culture as communicated through literature, music, drama, dance, speech and /or 

products

rituals.

formal/abstract
A stage of cognitive development, described by Piaget, at which children are capable of logical, theoretical and abstract 

reasoning

operations.

functions

The purpose for which an utterance or unit of language is used.  In language teaching, language functions are often




described as categories of behavior (e.g., requests, apologies, complaints, offers, compliments).  The functional uses of 




language cannot be determined simply by studying the grammatical structures of sentences.  For example, sentences




in the imperative form may perform a variety of different functions:




Give me that book. (Order)




Pass the jam. (Request)




Turn right at the corner. (Instruction)




Try the smoked salmon. (Suggestion)




Come by on Sunday. (invitation)

genre


A category of artistic composition, as in music or literature, marked by a distinctive style, form or content.
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graphic organizer
A method of organizing information that incorporates diagrams or other pictorial devices.  For example, KWL charts,




Venn Diagrams, webs and timelines are all types of graphic organizers.

idioms/idiomatic
An expression which functions as a single unit and whose meaning cannot be worked out from its separate parts. For




example, “She washed her hands of the matter” means “She refused to have anything more to do with the matter.”
imagery

The use of vivid or figurative language to represent objects, actions or ideas; the use of expressive or evocative images in art,




literature or music.

infer/inference
Arriving at a hypothesis, idea or judgment on the basis of other knowledge, ideas or judgments.

intangible products
Abstract cultural elements (e.g., system of laws, education system, religions, music) of a society.

intercultural

Similar to cultural competence, intercultural competence is the ability that enables individuals to operate effectively and

competence

appropriately in more than one language/culture.

interdisciplinary
A project that incorporates skills and concepts from more than one discipline. Generally, interdisciplinary projects involve 

project

collaborative planning and instruction in two or more content areas.
interpersonal

Active negotiation of meaning among individuals that often involves observation of nonverbal language. Examples of 

communication
interpersonal communication include face-to-face conversation, phone conversation, videoconferencing and instant




messaging.
interpretive

One-way communication where the recipient cannot negotiate meaning. Examples of interpretive communication include

communication
reading a text, watching movies, listening to a radio broadcast, a speech or some other formal presentation.

intonation

When speaking, people generally raise and lower the pitch of their voice, forming pitch patterns. They also give some




syllables in their utterances a greater degree of stress and change their speech rhythm. These phenomena are called




intonation. Intonation does not happen at random, but has definite patterns which can be analyzed according to their




structure and functions. Intonation is used to carry information over and above that which is expressed by the words




in the sentence.

KWL chart

A type of graphic organizer frequently used as a reading or listening strategy, the KWL chart uses three columns: a) what




I know (prior knowledge); b) what I want to know (identification of gaps in knowledge); and c) what I learned (comprehension).
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linguistic

Components that make up a language system. Linguistic structures can be the distinctive sounds of a language; words,
structures

phrases or sentences; or they can be larger units such as the utterances in a conversation.

listening strategies
Activities and organizers that assist students in listening comprehension. Listening strategies can take place before, during 




and/or following a listening activity.

literary element
A component of a piece of literature such as plot or setting in a story.

marked structures
Marked structures are those which are complex, peripheral or exceptional. Markedness has sometimes been invoked as a



predictor of acquisition order or direction of difficulty in language learning. If the target language contains structures that are




marked, they will be more difficult to learn. For example, irregular verb forms are considered to be marked and often require




more time for students to use appropriately.

mechanics

Those aspects of writing such as spelling, use of a apostrophes, hyphens, capitals, abbreviations and numbers which are 




often dealt with in the revision or editing stages of writing. These may be contrasted with more global or higher level 




dimensions of writing, such as organization, coherence or rhetorical structure.

metalanguage
The language used to analyze or describe a language. For example, the sentence, In English, the phoneme /b/ is a voiced




bilabial stop, is in metalanguage. It explains that the b-sound in English is made with vibration of the vocal cords and with the




two lips stopping the airstream from the lungs.

modes of

The manner in which language is used between two or more people in a particular situation, such as interpersonal (face-to-
communication
face conversation, phone conversation, instant messaging), interpretive (reading, viewing and listening to texts) and




presentational (delivering information to an audience).

multilingual

Able to communicate in more than one language.

morphology

The study of morphemes and their different forms (allomorphs) and the way they combine in word formation. For example,




the English word unfriendly is formed from friend, the adjective-forming suffix –ly and the negative prefix un-.

multiple entry
The various points at which students begin language study. Even within districts and buildings, entry points can vary due to

points


course and program offerings. For example, students in some buildings within a district may have access to language study




for particular languages during the elementary years. Other students may not have access until the middle or high school 




years.
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negotiation of
What speakers do in order to achieve successful communication. For conversation to progress naturally and for speakers to

meaning

be able to understand each other, it may be necessary for them to: a) indicate that they understand or do not understand or 




that they want the conversation to continue; b) help each other to express ideas; c) make corrections when necessary to what




is said or how it is said.

nonprestige variety
A variety of a language which is viewed as less acceptable or less useful in particular situations.

paraphrase

An expression of the meaning of a word or phrase using other words or phrases, often in an attempt to make the meaning




easier to understand. For example, to make someone or something appear or feel younger is a paraphrase of the verb




rejuvenate. Dictionary definitions often take the form of paraphrases of the words they are trying to define.

patronymics

Related to or derived from the name of one’s father or paternal ancestor.

pedagogy

Theories of teaching, curriculum and instruction as well as the ways in which formal teaching and learning is planned and




delivered. In educational theory, pedagogy is usually divided into curriculum, instruction and assessment.

perspectives

Attitudes or world views associated with a particular culture or cultures.

pictograph

A picture representing a word or idea; a hieroglyph; a pictorial representation of numerical data or relationships, especially a




graph.

practices

Behaviors associated with a particular culture or cultures.

presentational
One-way creation of messages in order to facilitate interpretation by others who cannot negotiate meaning. Examples of 

communication
presentational communication include writing a report, making a speech, designing a slide show presentation or recording




an audio or video presentation.

prestige variety
A variety of a language which is viewed as standard or more acceptable in particular situations.
proficiency

A person’s skill in using a language for a specific purpose. Whereas language achievement describes language ability as a 




result of learning, proficiency refers to the degree of skill with which a person can use a language, such as how well a person




can read, write, speak or understand language.

publish (writing
Prepare material for some type of presentation (e.g., create a final draft, design a poster, record a video).

process)
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radical


Also called a root, the element that carries the main component of meaning  in a word and provides the basis from which the



word is derived by adding affixes or inflectional endings, or by phonetic change. For example, in the word regionalism, region



is the radical.


reading strategies
Activities and organizers that assist students in reading comprehension. Reading strategies take place before, during and/or




following a reading activity.

realia


Actual objects and items which are brought into a classroom as examples or as aids to be talked or written about and used in




teaching. Realia may include such things as photographs, articles of clothing or kitchen objects.

reciprocity

A style of thinking in learners where information can be perceived with multiple viewpoints; the ability to look at information or 




a situation from various perspectives.

regionalism

Variation in speech or writing based on the particular area where a speaker comes from. Variation may occur with respect to




pronunciation, vocabulary or syntax.

register

Variation in a person’s speech or writing style. Register usually varies from casual to formal according to the type of situation,




the person or persons addressed, the location, the topic discussed, etc.


rubric
Specific descriptions of performance of a given task resulting  in several different ratings of quality. There are two types or rubrics: holistic and analytic. Holistic rubrics use multiple criteria to come up with an overall score. Analytic rubrics isolate specific elements, provide guidelines for the evaluation of each element and score each element separately. Teachers use rubrics to evaluate student performance on a variety of tasks. Students are often given the rubric, or may even help develop it, so they know in advance what they are expected to do. For example, the content of an oral presentation might be evaluated holistically using the following rubric:


Four- The main idea is well developed, using important details and anecdotes. The information is accurate and impressive. The topic is thoroughly developed within time constraints.


Three- The main idea is reasonably clear and supporting details are adequate and relevant. The information is accurate. The topic is adequately developed within time constraints but is not complete.


Two- The main idea is not clearly indicated. Some information is inaccurate. The topic is supported with few details and is sketchy and incomplete.


One- A main idea is not evident. The information has many inaccuracies. The topic is not supported with details.

semantic map or
A classroom technique in which a visual representation of ideas in a text or conceptual relations within a text is used to assist

web
with the reading or writing of a  text. The semantic map or web may be teacher- or student-generated.
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sight word

A word that is immediately recognized as a whole and does not require word analysis for identification.

social convention
A practice or procedure widely observed in a group, especially to facilitate social interaction; a custom.
syntax
The ways in which words combine to form sentences and the rules which govern the formation of sentences, making some sentences possible and others not possible within a particular language.

tangible product
Concrete cultural elements (e.g., literature, foods, tools, dwellings, clothing) of a society.

target culture
The culture(s) of the people who speak the language being learned, including their perspectives, practices and products.
target language
The language which a person is learning, in contrast to a first language or mother tongue.

think-pair-share
A cooperative learning technique in which students are first provided time to think about a concept, question or issue; then, they discuss their ideas in small groups of two to further develop their respective thoughts; finally, groups share their conclusions with the entire class. This activity can be used at many points in the teaching and learning process: as an advance organizer, an assessment of prior knowledge or an opportunity to use higher-order thinking skills.

tone marks
Marks indicating the height of pitch and change of pitch which are associated with the pronunciation of a syllable or word and which affect the meaning of the word. A tone language is a language in which the meaning of a word depends on the tone used when pronouncing it. For example, Mandarin Chinese, a tone language, makes a distinction between four different tones:

Mā (high level tone) “mother”

Má (high rising tone) “hemp”


Mă (fall-rise) “horse”


Mà (high falling tone) “scold”


Other tone languages are spoken in Vietnam, Thailand, West Africa and Central America.
Total Physical
A methodology in which students respond with physical activity to increasingly complex teacher commands.

Response (TPR)

Total Physical
A methodology related to Total Physical Response, TPRS uses brief narratives accompanied by images to model language
Response
for students. Gestures accompany the acquisition of vocabulary. Students derive meaning through the use of visuals and

Storytelling (TPRS)
gestures; subsequently, they combine elements to eventually reproduce the original story in the target language.
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TTY or Text
A TTY is a special device that lets people who are deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired use the telephone to

Telephone
communicate by allowing them to type messages back and forth to one another instead of talking and listening. A TTY is required at both ends of the conversation in order to communicate.
unmarked
Unmarked structures are those which are simple, core or prototypical. If the target language contains unmarked structures,
structures
they will be easier to learn. For example, verb forms that follow a regular pattern are generally easier for students to use appropriately.
Venn Diagram
A mapping technique using overlapping circles showing features either unique or common to two or more concepts.
webbing
A graphic organizing technique that relates thoughts to a particular topic or concept. Webbing is often used as a prewriting strategy.

word family
A group of words with a clear relationship (e.g., specify, specific, specification).

writing process
The planning of writing for different purposes and audiences. The writing process includes the phases of prewriting, drafting, revising and editing, and publishing.
· Prewriting: The initial creative stage of writing, prior to drafting, in which a writer formulates ideas, gathers information

and considers ways to organize thoughts and information (e.g., graphic organizers, brainstorming, outlining);

· Drafting: creation of a preliminary text;

· Revising: changing text to improve quality of writing with focus on meaning and underlying structure (e.g., transitions,

language register, organization);

· Editing: changing mechanics to meet writing norms for clarity and correctness (e.g., grammar, word use, punctuation,

spelling);

· Publishing: creation of a final product for an audience (e.g., selecting appropriate delivery of text, designing

publication, creating style appropriate for intended audience).




For information on specific grade-level appropriate writing process strategies, please see the English language arts academic




content standards.
writing system
A system of written symbols which represents the sounds, syllables or words of a language. The three main types of writing




systems are alphabetic, based on sounds; syllabic, based on syllables; and ideographic, based on words.
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