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Grade Band Overview by Standard and Organizer 
Content Standard: Communication: Communicate in languages other than English.

Students initiate and sustain spoken, written or signed communication by providing and obtaining information, expressing feelings and emotions, and exchanging opinions in culturally appropriate ways in the target language. Students comprehend the main ideas and significant details in a variety of age-appropriate live, written or recorded messages in the target language. Students understand and interpret authentic texts ranging from children’s literature to classical literary texts to articles in contemporary magazines, newspapers and Internet sources. Students present information and ideas on familiar topics to general audiences or readers.

      Grade Band: 5-8 



                          Organizer: Interpersonal
      Students will: 











                                                  Benchmarks
	Grade Five
	Grade Six
	Grade Seven
	Grade Eight
	By the end of the 5-8 program, students will:

	1. Carry on simple conversations about familiar topics (e.g., family, food, school).
2. Exchange written communication (e.g., e-mail, e-pals, phone pals, notes, letters).
	1. Carry on conversations or interviews about familiar topics (e.g., school rules, sport teams, movies, music).

	1. Engage in oral, visual or written exchanges to obtain and provide information related to target language cultures or topics from other content areas. 
                                     1
	1. Interview others to obtain

information about cultural and

content-related concepts (e.g.,

school, traditions, the arts).
                                   2
	A. Engage in oral, written or signed conversation on familiar topics.


	3. Express feelings, emotions or opinions.

	2. Exchange opinions about familiar topics in written, oral or signed form (e.g., favorite pet, homework).

	2. Express, discuss and support feelings, emotions or opinions about familiar topics.
                                     1
	2. Exchange information and support opinions about a given problem (e.g., directions, relationships, school situations).
                                   2
	B. Express personal preferences and feelings, and support opinions.


	4. Ask and answer questions to clarify information (e.g., videos, conversations).

	3. Clarify meaning through logical sequencing (e.g., First, he opened the door. Then, he came in. Finally, he spoke.).

	3. Clarify meaning (e.g., restatement, asking questions).
                                     1
	3. Clarify ambiguities (e.g., I meant Paul, not John.).
                                   2
	C. Request and provide clarification.


	5. Give and follow oral, signed and/or written requests.

	4. Give and follow a short sequence of oral, signed and/or written requests.

	4. Give and follow a short series of oral, signed and/or written requests.

                                     1
	4. Give and follow a series of oral, signed and/or written requests.
                                   2
	D. Give and follow multi-step

directions.


	6. Demonstrate understanding of cultural topics through role play (e.g., family dynamics, historical events, shopping).

	5. Use culturally appropriate gestures in everyday social situations (e.g., greetings, farewells, introductions).

	5. Use appropriate language and gestures when interacting with peers and adults in a variety of social settings.
                                     1
	5. Use appropriate language and gestures when interacting with peers and adults in a variety of social settings.
                                   2
	E. Use culturally appropriate language and gestures in a variety of social settings.
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Grade Band Overview by Standard and Organizer 

Content Standard: Communication: Communicate in languages other than English.

Students initiate and sustain spoken, written or signed communication by providing and obtaining information, expressing feelings and emotions, and exchanging opinions in culturally appropriate ways in the target language. Students comprehend the main ideas and significant details in a variety of age-appropriate live, written or recorded messages in the target language. Students understand and interpret authentic texts ranging from children’s literature to classical literary texts to articles in contemporary magazines, newspapers and Internet sources. Students present information and ideas on familiar topics to general audiences or readers.

      Grade Band: 5-8 



                          Organizer: Interpretive
      Students will: 











                                                  Benchmarks
	Grade Five
	Grade Six
	Grade Seven
	Grade Eight
	By the end of the 5-8 program, students will:

	7. Follow directions for activities (e.g., games, arts and crafts).
                                   1
	6. Respond appropriately to complex

directions (e.g., getting to school,

completing a craft project).

	6. Respond appropriately to complex

directions (e.g., making accent marks

on the computer, completing a

report).
                                      
	6. Respond appropriately to complex

directions (e.g., accessing Internet

Web sites, solving multi-step

mathematical problems).
                                2M
	F. Follow multi-step directions.


	8. Recognize and explain common

idiomatic expressions (e.g., Hace

frío./It makes cold. - It’s cold.; J’ai

faim./I have hunger. - I’m hungry.;

Quid agis?/What are you doing? -

How are you?).    
                                   1                          
9. Interpret and imitate culturally

appropriate nonverbal

communication (e.g., gestures,

proximity).
	7. Interpret culturally appropriate

verbal and nonverbal communication (e.g., interjections, gestures, proximity).

	7. Derive meaning through the use of

various clues (e.g., prefixes, suffixes,

root words, cognates, intonation,

word order).
                                  1M
	7. Derive meaning through the use of

various clues (e.g., word order, tone,

purpose).
                                   2
	G. Derive meaning using aural, visual and contextual clues.


	10. Identify the purpose, main idea,

characters, setting and important

events in age-appropriate media

(e.g., print, visual, audio).

	8. Identify the purpose and main idea, and describe characters, setting and important events in age-appropriate media (e.g., print, audio, visual).

	8. Outline information gathered from a

nonfiction source (e.g., newspapers,

magazines, Web sites, historical texts).                                                 
                                     2
9. Predict the outcome of a story from

age-appropriate media (e.g., print,

audio, visual).
                                     1
	8. Provide a different ending to a

story.                                             
                                                       2

9. Use information from authentic

sources (e.g., primary, secondary) to

summarize, make generalizations

and draw conclusions.
                                   2
	H. Identify a speaker’s or author’s

purpose and discuss the main idea,

characters and supporting details in

a variety of media.



     M = the Indicator was modified
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Content Standard: Communication: Communicate in languages other than English.

Students initiate and sustain spoken, written or signed communication by providing and obtaining information, expressing feelings and emotions, and exchanging opinions in culturally appropriate ways in the target language. Students comprehend the main ideas and significant details in a variety of age-appropriate live, written or recorded messages in the target language. Students understand and interpret authentic texts ranging from children’s literature to classical literary texts to articles in contemporary magazines, newspapers and Internet sources. Students present information and ideas on familiar topics to general audiences or readers.

      Grade Band: 5-8 



                          Organizer: Presentational

      Students will: 











                                                  Benchmarks
	Grade Five
	Grade Six
	Grade Seven
	Grade Eight
	By the end of the 5-8 program, students will:

	11. Write or tell about an event or

personal experience (e.g., class trip,

getting a new pet).

	9. Narrate orally, visually or in writing, with relevant details, an event or personal experience (e.g., special celebrations, family trip).
                                   
	10. Write, tell or dramatize an original

story using description, narration

and detail.
                                      1
	10. Report on a past or present event (e.g., Caesar’s assassination, major school activity).

                                   2
	I. Narrate an event, a personal

experience or an original story.


	12. Create a simple presentation (e.g., historical skit, song, rap, diorama, report) for a variety of audiences.

13. Explain a process to peers (e.g., a game, craft, technique).

	10. Create and present student generated works (e.g., skits, songs,

poems, stories, reports).

	11. Produce and share informal and

formal communication (e.g., fliers,

posters, videos).
                                     1
	11. Present a simulation of a cultural

event (e.g., celebration, holiday).

                                   2
12. Produce informal and formal written materials (e.g., newsletters, student publications of prose or poetry, Web sites) for specific audiences.
                                   3
	J. Present original work and cultural

material.


	14. Apply age-appropriate writing

process strategies (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, publishing).

	11. Apply age-appropriate writing

process strategies (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, publishing).

	12. Apply age-appropriate writing

process strategies (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, publishing).

                                     1
	13. Apply age-appropriate writing

process strategies (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, publishing).
.
                                   2
	K. Apply age-appropriate writing

process strategies to publish a

document for a range of audiences.
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Content Standard: Communication: Communicate in languages other than English.
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      Grade Band: 9-12 



                          Organizer: Interpersonal

      Students will: 











                                                  Benchmarks
	Grade Nine
	Grade Ten
	Grade Eleven
	Grade Twelve
	By the end of the 9-12 program, students will:

	1. Exchange information via letters, email/video mail, notes,

conversations or interviews on

familiar topics (e.g., school events,

weekend activities, memorable

experiences, family life).
                                                    3
	1. Discuss current events and issues

(e.g., immigration, environmental

concerns).               
                                                        3

2. Create, explain and participate in a group activity that requires multiple

steps (e.g., game, scavenger hunt,

making a craft).
                                   3
	1. Initiate, sustain and conclude

conversations on a variety of

personal, general knowledge and

academic topics.
                                     4   
	1. Initiate, sustain and conclude

conversations on a wide variety of

personal, general knowledge and

academic topics.

                                   5               
	A. Interact using extended spoken,

signed or written communication by

providing and obtaining information.


	2. Express and compare opinions and preferences about information

gathered regarding events,

experiences and other school subjects.

	3. Express and support opinions about topics appropriate to grade level (e.g., cars, dating, music, fashion, sports).
                                   3
	2. Persuade, negotiate or offer advice

concerning a personal or widely held

viewpoint (e.g., environment, human rights, school issues).
                                     4
3. Exchange, support and discuss

opinions and individual perspectives with peers and/or speakers of the target language on a variety of topics dealing with contemporary or historical issues.

                                     4
	2. Exchange, support and discuss

opinions and individual

perspectives with peers and/or

speakers of the target language on a

variety of topics dealing with

contemporary or historical issues.

                                   5
3. Develop and propose solutions to

issues and problems that are of

concern to the students’ own

community or to the target culture

community.  

                                         5   
	B. Express a wide range of feelings and emotions, and discuss and support opinions.


	3. Clarify meaning (e.g.,  paraphrasing, questioning).

	4. Clarify meaning (e.g., elaboration,

questioning).
                                3M
	4. Negotiate meaning through a range

of strategies (e.g., questions,

interjections, circumlocution).

                                     4
	4. Negotiate meaning through a range of strategies (e.g., questions,

interjections, circumlocution).
.                                                     5
	C. Use a wide range of strategies to

negotiate meaning.


	4. Give and follow directions,

instructions and requests (e.g.,

installing software, dance steps).

	5. Give and follow directions,

instructions and requests (e.g.,

changing a tire, treating an injury).
                                   3
	5. Give and follow directions,

instructions and requests (e.g.,

balancing a checkbook, upgrading

software, filling out college applications).
                                     4
	5. Give and follow complex directions, instructions and requests (filling out job applications, renting an

apartment).

                                   5     
	D. Give and follow a series of complex directions.



      M = the Indicator was modified
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      Grade Band: 9-12 (continued)



     Organizer: Interpersonal (continued)
      Students will: 











                                                  Benchmarks
	Grade Nine
	Grade Ten
	Grade Eleven
	Grade Twelve
	By the end of the 9-12 program, students will:

	5. Demonstrate the ability to acquire

goods, services or information (e.g.,

using public transportation, making

a hotel reservation, buying food).

	6. Use appropriate language and

gestures in culturally authentic social

contexts (e.g., ordering in a

restaurant, seeking medical

attention, making and responding to

an invitation).
                                   3
	6. Use appropriate language and

gestures in a wide range of culturally

authentic social contexts (e.g., giving

driving directions, expressing

apologies, offering advice).
                                     4
	6. Role play in a wide range of

culturally authentic social and/or

professional contexts using

appropriate language and gestures

(e.g., family gathering, job interview,

recitation).
                                   5    
	E. Interact in a wide range of situations using culturally authentic language and gestures.



      Grade Band: 9-12 



               Organizer: Interpretive
      Students will: 











                                                  Benchmarks
	Grade Nine
	Grade Ten
	Grade Eleven
	Grade Twelve
	By the end of the 9-12 program, students will:

	6. Follow directions, instructions and

requests (e.g., recipes, travel

directions, prompts on ATMs).

	7. Follow directions, instructions and

requests (e.g., using voice mail,

travel options).
                                3M
	7. Follow complex directions,

instructions and requests (e.g.,

product assembly, using a calling

card).
                                     4
	7. Follow complex oral, written or

signed directions, instructions and

requests (e.g., automated telephone

prompts, product assembly).

                                   5    
	F. Follow complex oral, signed or

written directions and requests.


	7. Use listening and reading strategies (e.g., skimming and scanning techniques) to determine main idea and purpose.

	8. Use listening and reading strategies (e.g., identifying key words and phrases) to determine tone and

intended audience.
                                                       3
	8. Use listening and reading strategies

(e.g., answering focused questions)

to anticipate outcome or content.
                                     4
	8. Use listening and reading strategies (e.g., applying prior knowledge) to make inferences and draw conclusions.
                                      5
	G. Use a variety of reading and listening strategies to derive meaning from texts.



      M = the Indicator was modified
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Content Standard: Communication: Communicate in languages other than English.

Students initiate and sustain spoken, written or signed communication by providing and obtaining information, expressing feelings and emotions, and exchanging opinions in culturally appropriate ways in the target language. Students comprehend the main ideas and significant details in a variety of age-appropriate live, written or recorded messages in the target language. Students understand and interpret authentic texts ranging from children’s literature to classical literary texts to articles in contemporary magazines, newspapers and Internet sources. Students present information and ideas on familiar topics to general audiences or readers.

      Grade Band: 9-12 



                          Organizer: Presentational

      Students will: 











                                                  Benchmarks
	Grade Nine
	Grade Ten
	Grade Eleven
	Grade Twelve
	By the end of the 9-12 program, students will:

	8. Summarize information from

authentic language materials and

artifacts (e.g., TV programs, articles

from youth magazines, Internet,

videos, currency) and give personal

reactions.

                                   3
9. Use information acquired from

target language sources to solve

everyday problems and situations

(e.g., using a newspaper to make

plans to see a movie, perusing a

catalog to shop for a birthday gift,

watching a weather forecast to help

plan an activity).
                                                    3
	9. Paraphrase conversations and

written information on a variety of

topics (e.g., social issues, current

events).

                                  3
10. Relate the main theme/idea of one literary selection to another (e.g.,

short narratives, illustrated stories).
                                4M
	9. Analyze content from several

sources (e.g., newspapers,

magazines, Internet) dealing with a

single issue (e.g., military conflicts,

pollution).

                                     4
10. Make predictions and inferences

based on authentic materials (e.g.,

use titles and visuals to predict content).

                                     4   
	9. Present and support an opinion

using information from articles,

documentaries or historical

narratives.

                                   5
10. Analyze expressive products of the target culture (e.g., selections from various literary genres, fine arts).
                                   5               
	H. Analyze information from a variety

of oral, written and visual sources by

summarizing, critiquing and

explaining texts.


	10. Create and present a narrative (e.g., current events, personal experiences, school happenings).
                                   3
	11. Present an age-appropriate song, story or poem from the target

language culture.
                                3M
	11. Create texts (e.g., short stories,

poems, skits) based on themes/

perspectives (e.g., family, dating,

careers, music) from the target

culture.

                                     4
12. Perform scenes from literature

studied.
                                     4
	11. Create and present a wide range of personal, historical and cultural

texts (e.g., skits, monologues, plays,

reports, slide shows, digital videos,

CD-ROMs).

                                   5   
	I. Create presentations on a range of

original or authentic expressive

products.


	11. Present differences in products and practices (e.g., sports, celebrations, school life) found in the target culture.

12. Prepare and deliver a summary of characters and plot in selected pieces of literature.
                                   3
	12. Write and present a speech on a

cultural or historic topic, or on a

personal experience.

                                   3
13. Write and send informal/formal

letters for a variety of purposes (e.g.,

introducing oneself, acquiring

information, applying for a job).
                                   4
	13. Debate a current or historical issue

(e.g., right to vote, slavery).
                                     4
	12. Present analyses and personal

reactions to authentic written texts.

                                   5
13. Prepare and present a research-based analysis of a current event

from the perspective of both the

United States and the target culture.
.                                                      5
	J. Present information and ideas on a range of topics.



      M = the Indicator was modified
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      Grade Band: 9-12 (continued)

                          Organizer: Presentational (continued)
      Students will: 











                                                  Benchmarks
	Grade Nine
	Grade Ten
	Grade Eleven
	Grade Twelve
	By the end of the 9-12 program, students will:

	13. Apply age-appropriate writing

process strategies (prewriting,

drafting, revising, editing, publishing).

                                                    
	14. Apply age-appropriate writing

process strategies (prewriting,

drafting, revising, editing, publishing).
                                   3
	14. Apply age-appropriate writing

process strategies (prewriting,

drafting, revising, editing,

publishing).

                                     4
	14. Apply age-appropriate writing

process strategies (prewriting,

drafting, revising, editing, publishing).
                                   5               
	K. Apply age-appropriate writing

process strategies to produce a

variety of documents for publication.



In the SCESC Standards-Based Foreign Language COS, the K-4 Communication Benchmarks/Indicators were not used.
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