Governing Board of the Summit County Educational Service Center

STATEMENT of PHILOSOPHY
The purpose of education in the schools of Summit County is to facilitate the development of the potential of each child to the fullest.  The service center staff recognizes individual differences and engenders achievement and progress, not only in basic skills, but also in the ability to think independently and critically. This necessitates a varied curriculum and a stimulating learning environment that supports the belief that every child has the ability to learn. 
The service center staff is responsive in helping young people to understand what the American way of life means; to believe in it and act democratically in their relationship with others; to develop in themselves attitudes of self-worth; to develop attitudes of respect and helpfulness toward others; to want and to be able to succeed and adapt to a rapidly changing labor force; and to acquire knowledge and skills necessary to develop the ability to make informed, reasoned decisions as they function politically, economically, and socially as members of a diverse, democratic society.
We recognize that it is our purpose and duty to provide leadership and to assist local school districts in developing the best educational practices and optimal opportunities for learning.  
It is the responsibility of the Board of Governors and the staff of the service center to develop a high quality educational service organization that provides administrative support and curriculum and instructional technology, special education, and professional development services to the schools of Summit County by the most efficient and economical means possible.  
The Summit County ESC Board of Governors views the most important unit of school operation as the local school district and sees its function as an intermediate county service center, as one that assists local districts in reaching their educational objectives.  It believes that activities of the State and County should be service-oriented and consultative in nature; and that changes in services and methods should be made with a view to increasing the effectiveness of local districts.

Governing Board of the Summit County Educational Service Center

STATEMENT of PHILOSOPHY (continued)
The Summit County ESC Board of Governors recognizes and values the concept of local control of school districts through local boards of education.  Where local districts have needs that they cannot meet or that could more effectively and economically be provided through an intermediate agent, the ESC should be able to:

· Furnish services on a “needs” basis, short or long term.

· Assist in the development of and/or provide for “shared” services.

· Organize and implement programs on an area or regional basis that benefit the local districts as well as adjoining city and exempted districts, when prudent.

· Offer specialized consultative and supportive services through a shared cost basis when it is not economical for individual districts to provide their own.

The Summit County ESC Board of Governors will complement and expand the services available to local districts on a fair and equitable basis.  Flexibility, local demand, feasibility, and the lack of available services from other agencies will characterize the types of programs offered through the ESC.
The Statement of Philosophy of this ESC shall be a living document that reflects the contribution of its staff members as well as the attitude and direction of the Board of Governors.
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EDUCATIONAL OUTCOME GOALS

As a base against which to assess school needs and set objectives for the educational program, the Board of Education adopts the following educational outcome goals for every pupil in this district:

1) to acquire basic skills in obtaining information, solving problems, thinking critically, and communicating effectively,

2) to acquire a stock of basic information concerning the principles of the physical, biological and social sciences, the historical record of human achievements and failures, and current social issues,

3) to become an effective and responsible contributor to the decision-making processes of the political and other institutions of the community, state, country, and world,

4) to acquire the knowledge, skills and understanding that permit pupils to play a satisfying and responsible role as both producer and consumer,

5) to acquire the knowledge, habits, and attitudes that promote personal and public health, both physical and mental,

6) to acquire an understanding of ethical principles and the ability to apply them to his/her own life,

7) to develop an understanding of his/her own worth, abilities, potentialities, and limitations,

8) to learn to enjoy the process of learning and to acquire the skills necessary for a lifetime of continuous learning and adaptation to change.
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